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Section One:;: Hi st ot

EPI C6s First Birthday: Convening at Queen

HONOLUL U, HAWAI ®r, Bagéan Chpedsennébk, hEW8 empl oyees, com
of the Department of Human ®Bestiicmgpol( Das)| wnds duaemgal MMUo
chael Town is the Senior FahebalpaBdupti gudgk ohspheeFbsreof
cuit. Both are interested iInea\ldteliyeoﬁawmmmwmtéa@meissmnm
open to restorative justiceapprnecxi matselay 4heyi sielt at e wiol

Due to Dr. Chandler andyeardfbeTomewadsngdivecaelyd ant May of
grant from the Edna McConneQue&€hakikl Fouonkat’CowiadClidadye o &

to the Family Court, Countyged &odomaj ast HawWwaitdana®é omgu
with three other mainland coudei @asd e&mwanadedibbytlaskleidnagvi
devel oping and i mplementingrasiFdennly &ndupoDmenisi pnadadke
ing (FGDM) model. I nspired mgny hehil@B9i Nedve Zieahmpoidtbe her

AChildren and Young Persons(gnddmhheesfupamghynaes) odambedg
grant is part of a |l arger Modeé¢t FamesybE€oiurbpiidDabheHawani
jectodo sponsored by the Natiwintah iCouacspi nift Javemdope: amdp
ilyCourtJudges" The purpose of FGDMtihse tfoa meinlgiaegse agnodv -chi | dren of

ernment , community, and fametdy @amepdbbopetbhabl haworati kel
reduce the number of childremdémstctaneéi hy, racdgthevehgp aned
building on each familyés sgoeagonment empdweheéngommeni &yni
to respond to the needs of their own kin, and eliciting

munity support to bolster sAcldawsi pdmeé& dgoal od b toirs eHaagwaai fit:
devel op a FGDM process for thamnkati@bkno, O0i ke mai k@kua ak
6ohamaecogni ze others, be reco
helped; such is_ a family rela
the disdlaipeaksthe the heart o
Hawaiians have al wlaglsa thoirowm:i t
and harmony, there must be re
A year |l ater Hawai éliongs meheotéibrgnead uh ®9t & amedid @(kguoakhsn)k.i nTe
Attending will be the otherolpiemomndpr éhectpparé¢prcepamt st iov e
members of the National Couinmporoandeaevehiilespadt Famd | gon
Court Judges, Hawai 6i Family Court judges and other cour

*According to the Technical Assistance Bulletin, No . Dlv,erAsproinl Mo0d0e3d, Cha

Project brought together four communities, l ed by jspverdielssi amdl fsa miol
community based plans to safely divert-téamifosesefromreeamekridsse odddrmhes gr |
ldentified directions for change wer e: using commudyvéryt afl & miriniag d vferso r |
child protective services; designing child protectiiévsen eseedrsv;i cdeesv etloo pbien g
partnerships between | ocal communities and state agdé&mreciedd ofrdrs tshoe tphrad!
child welfare, social service and justice systems are responsible for
AThe Wai 6anae coast is north of Honolulu on the i sl @dhal , ofwi ®dhalu .stirtonigs
community and identity. Poverty and generosity | i vuechoimdnel nbhy ysiod@;anwlziil
support.

YI'n 1909, Queen Lilidéuokalani executed a Deed of Tr hsatmndwhHeshi estabths
Liliodouokal ani 6s Childrenés Center is a social service agency created

o@t L/ BHhKFEYyls LyOO® alLb¢! LbLbD / hbbo/ ¢l
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EPI C 60Ohana, Il nc. Program Descript

SINCE I'TS | NGERPB9POOGN EPI C has conducted over 13,500 6Ohan

sistance, family engagement has become the standard prac
easy, as wil/ be discussed | ater, a commitment to open c
lies has helped reduce the number of children in foster

Management Services Office, Research and Statistics Unit
decreased 65% from 3,095 children in State Fiscal Yeomar 2
substantially increased the number of children in retat

fication rate of children with their parents from 59% in
Just as O60Ohana Conferencing has grown, EPI C has grown an
the foster care system. I n this section we want to @ove

provide support to the children and their families and e

y()Ohana Conferencing

When the MUori pressed the New Z
their Child Welfare practices,
was the recognition that <childr

ate family, but to their exten:t
This was refl ewhOnrdeeucoifs itohne nméalkoi
profess traditional ceslotlwrianlg p
within families and the MUori
their tradition, the emphasis

mai ntaining the health of the
of the offender.

ment

The Native Hawaiians, |like the MUori, also have practice
experts there are four common and distinct resolution pr
Western model. These are:
First, indigenous peoplesdé conflict resolution practi
single autocrat making all the decisions. Second, a r
precedence to the puni shment and isolation of the off
bl ame but to examine the wider reasons for the wrong.
there has actually been a breach of thé |l aw and more
I n Hawai 6i, thehtoo@gpiothispmalmi g raa M i0adaehaeif sMUbonr indask i ng proce
to as a way to incorporate |l ocal kebopenspbnoo66Ohahar Canb
correcting errors, and for erasing the effects of mpast a
ing di ffeedGospdimmpmsbhouctural ways, the attitude of empower
and punishment, is at the heart of 6éOhana Conferences.
Al'l o6Ohana Conferences strive to create an at mosphenrie- of
ty to feel l'i ke a part of the solution. EPIC adherfeasm t o

T t L/ 6 hKIFyYyLlZ Ly Oo al Lb¢! LbLbD I hbb9/ ¢l



|l yentered, strengths oriented, culturally competent, and c
Problem Solving = a more balanced outcome. For those unf an
Conferences are |listed below.

I n order to tr ackthrhoeu gphr oogfr etshse -aangdrfebeoneehnotess naardee ,t yrpei cal |y F

or as often as is needed. All conferences attemptswte® bring
preclude that effots.t aNei ghed art iivelsamd earedh coowtr aged 1 &€ part|
makes every effort to make the conferences as inclusive as

The dOhana Conference Agenda

1Wel cotmee wel comimlgaiire sight for t8Prparattie i Piatmiids ytiod isaene .
decided by the famhig.hebpseremcedestbantfiami | ytep thearl 6
open with a momenvYab®Wesahdntbe peagenftesehbey. have servic
chant, or any othdrawoem adethawi dgrRI Cwsthafthepeavéamheéyro
chooses. crisis can discuss, among then
. ] they want to address th

2l ntrodiuecltli pasti6cWepaht €s andithe gfralve| § $SHeENSt al needs of
introduce themseltvbke ahmehblethemi hyeandnB8ra@fEARE0AAESPT O
connected to the shatdreheiTheoncefamiforishg  chiwbdrgs mu
Facilitator explaand hhe paraetsnenefal tTheebepepcarfrovi
role and reviews thei ageddaamdoboagdMes| &bl e to answer que
rules, and confidehoiaestgndThehavipegspngfepalfoofatHeOlfs
Recorder, or noteobnakbe,tablalsdhe purpose is not to
introduced. judge, threaten, 9Agpwreinentebut heoprivat

provide the corretaminjotrmmeios 60er, th
3The purpose of tthkeedOhancd ear undeosvendsngnafthbefami
Conf eftemicse i s usuiasislue sd easncdr iibrefdor mpdedeni sdoanmakéegoti at e
by the social worken wnakeipchades @aasks, timelines, and s
update on the case speC|f|cs and compl etion are outlined
direction. 7Hel p and'fs’ten“vyv(‘an$eement is written up

community, and prghesstPpaht SUPRPHAE wit
4Hopes and Dreamgefoderntthiefifedt urg®l thenhgpuwage 8fs@8ussed
ithe i mmedi ate an@O8%k€e&ernNee.f amiOosypehrEepepmgmon for the
supportive communf@g" memberkeana, for the first time, the
service providersfudbntepagoaunhthert cW§Cliosioheemamily member
want for their chbkli§ewhsen the pepecbBhowerkew ohegnwhearns
and going forwardabout family resoéoOhamsnatbenfemrdnce. Hugs

positively impactsbhg, casepr dgethare con
5Family Sthenfganpd gblem is clarifoOotdeand gomndrtieakRer @at e
members and the prdeéeetsfbobed|/ sthal partstaspaats are more
openly about the émmowgbHedstoehgntdswomlTkable solutions.
Recorder lists them and keeps them in

alLbe¢e! LbLbD [/ hbb99/ ¢LhDb({ 9t L/ 0 h KI oy = L



gYouth Circl es

Though 6Oha

er

an

d redu

numbers of
r adul thood

fo

na
cin

youth were stildl

Conferencing was

g

a

‘o families
w21 car e, S
stem il |
nati ona

the number of

nd with few s

statistics | ooked grim: one GRS . woul d b
after the age of 18; only 58 %a ‘ . m high s
age 19 (comparfeods tteor 8y70% tohf) ;nd ‘ )
woul d earn a college degree to 28% of al
youth); and one in four would ~ted within two
|l eaving %foster care. /
I n response to such a disturbing f{ ted
Lorenn Walker, J.D., M.P.H. and EP i vion
itds devel opment, in collaboratio bnt o
Of fice of Youth Services, and oth i ght
and I nsoo Kicm eBetrog, -foflc essoéd ou t b roine f
in 2004, Youth Circles help transi y S 4 | for
options and supports. ACircleso avail abl ) “"'any y 0
foster care or who have aged out.
I n additio to creating a tangible transition pl antlhethe
uni que voice and take control of their I|ife. | n atlihee. plrmc
ot her words, the circle strengthens the youth by entaur a
Social capital, in recent hegreuacrisa |l hiansdibceaetno risd eonft isfuiBeode sass f
cial capital is made up of relationships that are Wwbwen
I't can include family members, friends-wor &amernse, tdhea gyioa
personal relationship with and trusts.
Social capital is typically built up over time bedaeuse r
youth being in care makes building that capital-ediifsftieadl,
and ités common for them to frequently change foster hon
peers, teachers, resource caregivers, and neighbors are
yout hds uncertainty that the new placement wil/ l adht , an
Grubb, a former foster youth said, fAProbably the most tr
one thing, but what | found very challenging was also mo
Whil e there are a number of strategies tloonhgelrpelfaad setoears hyi g
tial. Studies have showm itstke ymasth ddreiatti aaleifra odti ssrmatlro- sh ealt
nection with at | edWittlhne carimg,adulustied tleit.corner,
that the choices they make matter to someone. Just kheavin
Peno, another former foster youth so poignantly said, @l
yoursel f? Thatds one of the biggest things that f bgtoer vy
| care if | su'dceed,d which is sad. o
Youth Circles are designed to | et the youth know tthleeg ar
60hana Conferences in both $H@sedt ueluasteddo immeteetnitn.g sT hwehyi cahr
The youth chooses to have the meeting, decides who wild/l
ference, the youth opens and closes the Circle i nwthhe wa
the help of the participants, develops a plan to meet th
guo t L/ O hKIFI Yyl =z Ly Oo a!Lbe¢e! LbLbD /J/ hbbol/ ¢lL



The Youth Circle Agenda

1Wel cbonfet en just sd rietnflgadnhks yduwey sezkoVion urmteego st mndrh®i mel
for coming, o but Youleh iimesalas s omgkEdt bdibdemddt yaa®h¥ vol u
chant, prayer, orstrreengtahs omotofl iastpthre.|Th etStte | Pt h aff I f i

) ) kept visible. example, a youth may be
2l ntrodiupcatritdomspant s o attending a particul ar
introduce themsel&¥@UbkMh® $dhaltohdilde® mgheryy i ci pant may of fer t
are connected to &rak -%/kbmlmthgoElPSﬁCI6%C|Oa|t|eedgetOwith the youth.
Facilitator and RReacwsidreg, addwcati ofif, i £Mp Py I"d »hidR 9% r he
introduce themselatelserantdr @il taii mn alhedligiedse ad f gdgddd 4.7 e
roles. by t?e youth a”dhéétsékﬁldi-sH\‘é)d 9P Rd Sd &' €s a
too ar out or s 0 WN;.
3Purpose andTHeai delines _ €5 mpIPNi o n
Facilitator clarifGreeuphdtr aihres Ciomdtsy RBodrtve ifefpSort syster
help the youth dep&rtoipciapantamnsdhdrgeyd fdi€jas; &4 ¢ S©OHd CFfFut h
plan for when thetyo |leamlvee tflostyaoutctarmeet his or” her goals.
The Facilitator asks articipants 1t2bol lu@w Ci r dh ed dtaet e
give positive sup%%‘?%‘?@noeecloem%bﬁ'térbtﬁontsﬂﬁ'ncbr)(topliiiarncle i s
the youth and to trierspweghout the megpddmge jihe, RecOFAEIraged
confidentiality. has been posting @hdndihfaiod® sqLie tihE ne
wal | . During this step the youth marks,
4Accompl iishmewndwtnh cdrsder of pri orgdCy.r cWmhé ¥4 ®isi@Prisp 48t & T
asked, fiWhat are sfhanewarmt s gtso ytoaldagar\ed ay®rdd § oo ft heed do WroRd &
done that youdre Tphioudbedomasd twhea lyd @i idd® Nt wd ayou tFp 0dl o
like to share?0 Tihesal a0 es driwea ® da thwt dttihéer d i MPay he or she
Recorder on |l arge poster sheets whdjoh!| e,iwhircépamtcl udes t
are posted on the9Ww@¥uth FParretﬁ%'ﬂbﬁmtjgsfé‘é"sf'rto'mort‘h 'Adleting,
can also add to tthe |t hsiti Gorfoarpieo wsomuat@bossd® ! i €6gi stical sup
accomplishments housing, educatiogpq egnddoiymmemtt . ci@dBuni ty
the youth identifdest tded redi ,p &retciodid
5Yout hds iStacé@ngtahd third choices of acti 3 pbptions.
participant i s asked to identify the '

«Hawai 60i Youth Opportunitie

Youth Circles have proven to be a valu rtr
I n 2009, EPI C also became the | eead age i O
tunities Initiative (HYOI) whi Foy: f ou
needs of these young adults. ; t h
Jim Casey Youth Opportunitiesg . nsi
foster youth | earn valuabl e Syt l'iter
ership skills. I't also suppor in advocat
tems change on a policy leve "2xamples of the
public policy initiatives ar ‘““efore the Hawai 6
ture for afudnmdnad iflte &It tahh ei nsu g2 upon

aging out of the foster <car age 26, and exte

voluntary foster care suppo

21. As with al

efforts, the goal is to hel ' bl e popul ation ha

fi

ghting chance to succeed

healthy adults.
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gFamily Finding and 6Ohana Connect.i

2005, Arlynna, EPI C6s CEO, and Amy Tsark, the CWS Br a
uld, again, help change CWS practices in Hawai o6i. The
mily iRi spiemrg ali zed process of family searching, identi
vin Campbell had a history of working with teenagers i
hey are kids who are uni veAldalll y odid sdc rdiob ema sa & i nhda rt ch etno
ew in my héamsterhdtamiheg 3v@sndt going'tddoturn out much
vin was driving to work one day, |istening to National
mily tracing strategies to help reunite familietsansdepar
ter hearing the broadcast he researched the Red Crossbd
ster youth find their | ost families. I'n an interdiew w
out that early research and also the deeper meaning of

I | earned that the Red Crossd strategies were develop
basic human right to know the fate of missing family

Simply put, before peace can be restored, families of
wi || be made to discover the truth about each missing
and commbuenidlyopment wi | | not happen in affected state:c
I n the project sites where | wwaikteidngvi tdhurrse mee ofd!| ¢ |
care, | found a haunting similarity. The families of
young people knew nothing of their families. They had
This discovery | etdr anei mgptt emHryi gwed,ambdty to an ef fo
dignity for the families and young people in foster ¢
families and young people about what has be®¥n happeni
the conference, Amy and Arlynna instantly recognized
milies in foster care. Even though families were engag
couraged in Youth Circles, EPI C and CWS often had | i mi
arch techniques opened up exciting new possibilities f
ques to service providers in Hawai 06i
The first o6Ohana Connections case and
onson Kalanialidédiloa KadaTheeumpcled erirmidt it @l Ibye <hddlead b
ortened Hawaiian name, Kad aned aMhe ns Kpypomt icvwaane ThatHawa
idi to teach Family Findithgr fKad akal amais. seventeen and
ro contact with his family. What he knew was this: he
en separated from his parkmmttshevhems dte ovfasFdrirleye, Fihndi m
had died when he was si xfehenthafdostoern dleamevheride hd ss d
s, his older brother Samsfoamiwlayy smgnegvdree et owo it he fnRo m -
nd and he and Samson had Il ijvesit wiiit\hednaltiefrsmads ralaltamwles
xas, but that had been eigdame |l fomgmyewhesr eagmy parents w
didnét really care what happe
arting with very I|little flamdilgndtnfawmatamynt Hirmgn Ka |l lamad
se file, Kevin demonstratledditdhreot nteelnelt exfdstcdd.t elc haii
d ever al possible relatives were | ocated. During the
encouraged Kalani 6s sociBhe wlhahkielry tPi mdilhg ae fpfadretr n abh e
L / 6hKFEyl s LyO® a!Lb¢! LbLbD / hbbo/ ¢l
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Section Two: Guiding Pr

ilf you want the system to change you need a very cl
intellectualize it; you-nuudsgtmelnitvael ,i nc otnhpea snso doenla tvea | upe
iArl ynna Livingston, EPIC 6Ohanads foundir

AT EPI C WE WBRRATEORMave founders and a board of directol
that are essenti al for family engagement work. We were &
Il ine workers who shared that vision and promoted family
the reality that the practices of family engagement and
ues and traditional met hods of conflict resolution. Pu

ences had | ong been a practi-dewnhn Heawal 6andl buwaauthat:
jolt to the island communityds sensibility of fairness

Y N —

I'n many ways family engagement practices were a natur al

was, and continues to be, a work in progress. Todasye, Ha\
of the native Hawaiian values that still beats stWwengly

ing sections we want t ot rdedictriidrealt hwewaltuesdiwd odrad w ammd, nan
engage with families and the various service providers \
which steers our worKk.

M@t L/ BdhKEyls LyO® alLb¢! LbLbD / hbbo/ ¢l



AYou gave me back my

fami ly, that | | ost a
havenot been a part of

whil e. Thank youo

iIFami ly member

participant
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Val ue 1: Chil dren I
and be connected

THROUGHOUT THE i WORIDuniversally accepted that families a
ved and a sense of belonging; where
sible adults. I'tds withiwhioahedamah

healt hy,
stepping

respon

o —~+ —+ =
C Qo 9 QO

> O

ne to becoming a contributing citize

ition, family has always beenicentr a
deep relational wisdom into the dai
ual no more stands alone on tdivw hi sl
nding us, and with our ancestors who
awAkyganhbegyyieds,spirit, is transmitted through o
the MUori, ancient Hawaiian chram-t s
r names called in their str encgkorvl and
ent is but a precursor to theefature

nw - nu —~+ =
(o]

S5 T S o

Hawaii an

traditions are more rich and compl ex

60Ohana

(9]

5 ~+ ~ o

o]

o x =

apombech

3o oo
® c

[ uprightn
pract.

- — 0o o

o w T O
S5 0 oo

practice
t Yhi Haika ot

ections and fampikoengagement wor k.

I'l'y button or umbilical cord, but it
al and metaphorical l evel it enadthe
ual nutrients passed down fromféar e
hat courses through the very callls o

cord, children canno:

wi t hao u tpriak @t & totnf@ e hyme r
adults rarely thrive
blel ongi ng  andpirkoso taetd

tchie chlearct . of | olurr O dle@
ty.and belonging. Thi
familyds val ues, hi s
n teachings, unresolved emoti oreal i s
mit the flow of positive, nurturing
I a family attachment, despitedthe h

a thread of positive connection r ema

s developed a way to address tphoinso pr
s) inhalbopadme aoo ko fth hihiokawmohts si)htewiety h idre

ofodepommEpdpada oins atnod uf notragni gvleen etshse, |
lict so connection and har monyf wan b
l ati onship.

sly, O0Ohana Conf er e rhcoiénogp oweaosp mmhoorMe s d Le
The work of family epgkgmmehtcalbnco

8 Jd oi bphiekhoa tt hfaaamitlihyebys can, once again, b

We 6 viet hfeo unmodr et hper ogfroeuantde rt hteh ea bdu ssec oon

la ghrd gheima pti ikeo
Ly Oo alLb¢! LbLbD [/ hbb9ol/ ¢L



060Ohana Conferencing is a phiweirdawe teoro,] timemwer&neagtitrheouwhe
is requireddéptdoemapimorati oan of the historicalg&inog $siampaohh

to the youth and families to resolve themgaghing wéet hi €C&S| s
there have been years of separation and the youthtdiears re
familyds connection, despite the |l ong separ @atoibmrmp,0 piogacam i n
titioner, who often worked witkhb gourstaeftowealth pehlerf a N

from the stapikaoa@ml ysetvheer fyaomirl y members can make that choi

This was an especially poweTHalt rmeastsmegret ftoagamead rochead .ando b
her daughter ;yePawras. oHuda whaesn Mabent i Cmrsn Sp-eci al i st met with Pu
tions Specialist began wor ktianlgk wa it chu th etr heo Bpoapioripfaupl ¢ epsasstr @ ait dh
care when she was six, and wmaast ithhe omdtalcer wandcd ddad gghtoenre ho
sister who was |iving on t hRotmaihhdanand TKeall msa wdrme isrhset rh
seen other relatives was att herotfhdrhea s swdhaotetrpeoin aydorin .isdcre
seven. At that time it was wrenching to see the family; s
didnét know i f she wasndét |[|Thae nmr evpdrhattdreyn rheetaiursges i Wi twha sk
fall owedod or because they hpmdartrenfte.ctRwa hlead some hard ques
mo m; it was | ikely much hurt an
When Kealoha was forewarned of
defrensgirve nand 'mi pyitmihzeced hef| or ol
This, alarmed the therapist as h
fragitity might cause mer- to in
enmnce, which would be yet anothe
The therapist and Connections S
An internet search |l ocated der mebdywtti avlelsi,ng hteo méag alrd tay aolf o w
l'ived on Odbébahu and Maui . Thheerf adnd fl egn sniase erexcdh ¢ éTDip BYvawddwree d
connecting with Pua, and afaloutmujcthd gpmermpta;r aitti oma sv i asn tesp pverr
set up with cousins, aunt s,wayy ds lgpe amnawplad emdlIsp ,0 nt theoy hs disd ,an
A highlight was when Pua, whaudletldrevwidt hean mapgen nmilndramd -
mot her had died | ong ago, diitsy otvee rvwehla tge vaenrd mbe chreee waatse sad U ll
alive il STed Peal hg kpduwheke aslheehdds sgui |t and the burden
hugged her grandmother tighwas an opportunity to right som
Though all the new connectikKeanasl ovea es ovfetregneeck cand nggi d® usah e ouwn
fided she really wanted to Gaereneéicetri anmod h®pe c iTahlei Cto,n nvelcd m omnts
Specialist | ocated Keal oha,stPapmdasn dnolm, s taenrd tme tPuwd tihf hsehe b
several times. Keal oha was hHoéd moavepd d ved.heKevalsols@a bamd Rwa k
ing, and trying to find houklsuigged bwitt, hsithte a diri € & teld , o fs htee ssit
gled to maintain a stabl e |gdied dtulee t owd e egamirty.e nKe aloantea tri
violence and drug use. She twasbegedgdrirmy ashigputo.r tflath dwas ume ew
ing, she said, which helped her feel optimistic that this
could be different. When they whpopéopedaeypyanophel teh a

(praybekraGod) and the ancestors
The treatment team had concemrmes, awioudo rR,uaamnmde conmeacrtti nggo mo
with her mom, given Keal ohatétseisrt rwaguwrd ckss., Thud ptihleowanm! sttd ekape
it was i mportanhoéPpapepohefraprncdcthoncet hat Keal oha and Pua
tioner, suggested he and t htehheC damnade ctthieo npsh Qdpaesee @ s stitlweu.s eT h i
hobopomhopomeate a safe spacwasfitatkeal & i K9 tddwemae & iyngpgande pr ol
to set the stage for furthetrhédhemrlaomgsgs.o occur.

a!Lb¢! LbLbD [/ hbb9o/ ¢LhHD/({ 9t L/ 0 h K I yumcz L



The next mab,pkdiawrast theti me wheg théefhamninwg step, a choic

t al

ked about what happened. Pua was scared to speak up;

Keal oha encouraged her, sayKeagl mloda halbhal wthaedechegd aodl|l di be
wrong or too much. Gradual |Bu@&ufaomelgam ft®or giesene . thea

chi

Keal oha star
she quickly

| dhood abuse and subsequleant fpaulnt ofb btei Kegalimhd ofsitreml

b
Awhy did you hurt me so muchiPe Wasaa icmnedentiWhRua, dintbtoug
you take bet

ter care of me?ldoved her and that she was <c¢h

cried, and said she | oved Pua
ed to make excasers,t ®uRuaidmd ahgledhther rteimg m
aught herself.wéApt she | i stened, she respond

Pua with mor and more empathy and stated clearly that P
had just bee a child. She Whman PRadGs ftad dires vwarde if kag & Iread-,
said, and sh

her own chil hood abuse exprirdtenrce.s. A Thr sy evraswao nef, f exrod d
out of defensiveness, but afsora twhegi nt onagitvec Prutaaat fwdd ema

standing of
knew the hea

he familyés pati ndea niido & cop ¢séhaapices \@ heaxtp esrhi ee nicnet if

t
c
e
n
e was deeply sohhaygawKeaheorhadd bhgeht esrth aa ejda sloante
d
s
t
r t micthiei md @fb ufset paTmedessa) d it had felt comfo
e

foll owed. Th therapist taltldai rabamude fwitorwa lhitgrhd gi ttihen Ahe i
Hawaiians valued forgivenesasvyermnyacre fotrgi avrech efstsahlokdend gantamrt
and received the matter waspaecmamedeoedtsraolwy esattulbat. end
explained, both the request for forgiveness and the gran
of it had to bpo@oodnessh Pualeand oKeal oha continue to h
uprightness) to be restoredThdyedwvwe kmhaodvl mamgy dupgorarrdadawmn

Keal oha, with toHldi iinhomgihi sel ationship and
tory of separadrdsheahddébgpthppionme® t hem a pos
that forgivenesvsrwouwlndl hel ped them reclaim
l'i kely be a |l eaghpobthess.

That day they were tak-

EPIC strongly adheres to the truth so sil

pi kfoami lies are innately attached and wi
one or the other has chosen to |l et it go
family inher emti kioEvemei indéamol i else where
terminated, many yout h, l'i ke Pua, contin

i ngs, grandparent s, aunti es, uncl es, ar
I n addition to oneds biological family,
family bond that is valued. In the ol d
born child to the grandparents to raise
that practice extended aitntve tftaeni d 0 mmu nwio
raise children as their own. To raise a
hUnsacin or HK@nraehatnesr .t o adopt, to be close,
was the Hawaiiansd way of offering nurtu

mo s t vul nerabl e.

The pr a&ndiingadet ofiues on today, and in Hawai
that goes beyond the ordinary. The State
to biol bfnkaiagn faonrd chi |l dr em Uinssoicsarand | chawdh t

listed as relativadnsadn tchre dewehhtserd. meTonsheyoau are embr ac
You are recognized by the community as such too.
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As we practice and promot & Unrlaeel setnigvaegse, mewmdri Kiifkegoitta)roajurghe Iht eaer

pi ke often a bumpy and challenging process. Safety concern
tations are continually addressed each step of the way. THh
tal truth so eloquently captured by pihkoAasn cwiee mte shheeveai iaanrds
perspective of the |l ocal culture, we become tied tdhwa he pe
on and find strength in that deep reservoir of tom@meanidomnal
al bal anbeiagd well

NnAs we respect and embrace the per
culture, we become tied to the peoj}
family connections as SO pri meé
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Value 2: Al ways
you want to

THOUGH THI S VALYEBGUNB FAMINI ARem si mple, it embodies much
a foundational tenet of our wor k. l'tds through ki edagess
thy and genuine concern that defenses are | owered and a
with all stakeholders that solutions are agreed upmd and
every relationship.

I n Hawai 6i, this valaueahilan h@aam tiutrs ds ii mp ltenset slpd v a lth yaf,s outt
meaning runs much deeper. I't al so -expgmrmrasnstes arfdercefi ®ems tp
shared between us. It is so central to the cultur €& olrere
breaking this law, it was enacted as a way to remind gov
respect. Here is the law in its entirety:

Hawai @I Revised Statute

A-75. 81 b8@mi r(iatA"l 88@mi rit" is the coordination of mind at
each person to the self. Each person must think and e
ence f t Mé olhjafteh d afrnaulel,io Wimamugl Ub d owas e d :

meaning kindness to be expressed with tender
meaning unity, to be expressed with harmony;
meuaning agreeable, to be expressed with plea
dmeaning humility, to be expressed with mode
meaning patience, to be expressed with perse
aits of character that express the charm
y of native Hawaiians amld owasi prmrecreenttelda
ing oAl bd'memved s omutauaslalrudgaridnand "af f ec
o Albd'H a &t itdre iers sreemtcler m.f "r el ationships in
e
h

i
i

0
a
i

re
0s
gr

rsonAff oh'a cnelalnesc ttiov eh eeaxri swtheantc ei.s 'n'ot s ai
e unknowabl e.

ising their power on behalf of the peopl
e people, the | egislature, governor, |ie
, associate justices, and judges of the
force AlnaB®pgiirviet "c.o n[sLi *dle9r8abt,i ocn 2t002 ,t hfe 1"]

Al oiha t aken seriously by residents and is central te |if
centered, or disconnécaednfiramowhatamht behser mastd honorin

We feel f afl btibsaasttei Itlhastuch a central tenet in our | ocal ¢
ble or visible (especially in situations where teonmoinons
val ue sharedeaonomsct Bpesbcum. As family engagement prac
and embodsa to |isten to peopl e b smicnodnecdenrensss ,wittoh croencveeprtsiev iv
or pushing our own agenda first.
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I n the family ahgiasgemfetnen ppruwtc etsos ,t he test. When

family involvement, for example, various <cor
portrayed relatives in a negative |ight. Sor
agendas. Wedve found different people often
of the children and what constitutes safety.
out of a deep care and concern for the child
Wedve found the two most common fears in engae

because the family system itself is sioc

theory), and/or family engagement wil/|
casebs direction if new family member :
encountered in the 6édOhana Connections
three children under the age-of ten \
relative foster home.

e ti ty of Lani and Shanedés | ove and
ction l'ings. They explained, with tea
t he ¢ - er was a drug addict so they ha
i siting any rela-and Rochelle. They described he
During a meeting withodakiamg meal g esweanr cteh cwag e gti veey
ctions Specialist | earThteady tales @ hd ¥ @rreesmns eod tfernu satsrkaetdi arm
|l der siblings, Lani, 1f8r,0omnidavsihmmg ev,i i2t. s .T hieU rcthii [l dtr eedcha
d their older brother w,m,do sSharea saaidd,wahmitse dh urot sared téan
The Connections Specialist asse
social worker expl ai nreadntt ositthteatCiolnm,e cs d rosnesd Stpheeciirald e
s werenot all owed becaplse plammn tam da cShamaet evefrer usistalfien
nappropriate. She shartelde hseamaisaly warokdre st hoadt tlhaenir arud
roblems, and expresseddrceomise rtntsr eae otult e rmehmits ttsh es a  ti me i
ment might do to the sambitihay wdultdc el edrin ditrheen 6ah ipll darc
The children were doimgw wied |hardclee stahi edm. alrdo m hteh eri &,n
anything to disrupt thedlrl prtolgagrneswi.si t s.
mily engagement wor k wlhe edadeivael iwadrsk eerr uved sals urop riose d
individuals based on hreeapgasraty . ablfchwet Cloanmie carn o nSh eSmpe.c i Tah
ned to the social wor k&gréese ¢ otnx etrankse atnhde urnedcea mmeorodde ¢ h
rends vulnerability. Swherxparetsasaetde dh,p palescd aha dnt Heirr t
workerodos protectiveneswerodf acckr ashsddrleyn .t id Garnndcttihad
tant to talk with the stlaredi g odrmdk rr easnpe csti.stTelrg ot herrea
st explained, fAjust sordticam) gseudrne sstents et Wwdf rmaomt ht sh egfo
oday. o She assured t hMulstoichlad sawos skiean ss hvee rwe ud &tn oup ,t a
ction towards family clowmieaxch iwas waltshmuat ttehred ad eyt neme
s consent. Despite hert lsekregppiisctiss ng a sihley scoan all u dveod ktelra
d. should be approved. Over the ne
coached Lani and Shane about th
and Shane were excitedhaw traecredsveorncei rc awdy santdh aatg r veeerd

the Connections Speci adiilslte tshcee marxito sd awe r €T ail rRd thign eodv.e r
Starbucks coffee, t heclsipleckriean iisft twaey saskiedk tho Itihwe s
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